Obstetrical management of patients with extra-anatomic vascular bypass grafts due to Takayasu arteritis.
Little is known about the obstetrical management of patients with Takayasu arteritis (TA) who have undergone extra-anatomic vascular bypass (EAVB). We describe two cases of EAVB. Case 1 underwent EAVB due to renovascular hypertension associated with stenosis of the abdominal aorta, and Case 2 due to amaurosis fugax episodes associated with stenosis of the brachiocephalic and left common carotid arteries. Pregnancy outcomes were favorable for both cases, though the original symptoms recurred during the third trimester in each case, possibly due to increased blood flow to the pregnant uterus. Neither bypass occlusion nor anastomotic aneurysm formation was observed. Pregnancy outcomes of patients with EAVB due to TA are favorable, although pregnancies of patients with TA who have cardiovascular complications are associated with an increased risk of maternal and fetal morbidity. The obstetrical management of these patients, however, should include monitoring for complications related to the EAVB.